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put the airport at a competitive.

Also, Chairman Dave Plyler .

said Thursday that i_t ,slour_lds like
city officials atgwﬂlmg.tq talk
more about the issue. .
For the third Thursday inay
talk of the airport and storm
ter fees dominated the coun
commissioners' weekly brief
session, s
County commissioners firs
discussed a year ago whether
ask state legislators to.de
the airport from Winsto
lem. Supporte
tion would pu
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because aircraft at Smith
Reynolds would no longer
be taxed by both the city
“and county,
Also, the airport would
‘no longer be subject to
city stormwater fees, The
Alrport Commission of
Forsyth County, an inde-
pendent unit of the coun
that operates Smith Reyn-
olds, pays abou $118,000in
stormwater fees each year.
Airport officials say that is
equal to aboui 20 percent
of the airport’s annual net
income and is money that
could be inveg
infrastructure,
Lastyear, airport officials
asked the Winston-Salem
City Council to exempt air-
port runways and taxiways
from the stormwater fee,
saying they are public thor-
oughfares, The request has
been in committee and has
not been voted on by the
cotincil, §
The Airport Commission
voted March 23 to explore
de-annexation, which air.-
port Director Mark David-
son then brought before
county cominissioners,
Scott Piper, chairman of
the Airport Commission,
spoke to county commis.
sioners Thursday about

tedin airport -

—_—

the importance of making
Smith Reynolds more com.-
petitive. De-annexation is
justone possible method.
“It is about being on an
even playing field,” Piper
said. - :

Don Martin, vice chajr-
man of the comimissioners,
said de-annexation is a way
to make the airport more
competitive, but it does not
have to be a de-annexation
Issue, There are other ways
they could discuss, he said,
It gets down to money,

Commissioner Walter
Marshall said the airport
needs some
heilp with
eéconomic
issues, but
he thinks
city and
county offj-
cials should
deal with it
focaliy. -

“Everything that goes
there (to Raleigh), they |
add something else to it
that's going to hurt cit-
ies. ... We might go down
there and be talking about
the airport commission,
stormwater, and it wind
up being something else,”
Marshall said,

mevans@wsjournal.comn
(336) 727-7204
@mevansws)

1_“‘__—_;——‘—;




