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The Airport is moving forward with a major safety 
improvement: the installation of a new perimeter 
fence designed to significantly reduce the wildlife 
intrusions that have challenged operations for years. 
This project marks an important step in strengthening 
airfield safety and protecting both aircraft 
and personnel. 
     On March 30, NCDOT Vice Chairwoman Lisa Mathis 
and Deputy Secretary of Multimodal Transportation 
Julie White visited the Airport to tour the facility and 
hear about current needs. County Commissioner Gray 
Wilson, Airport Board Chair Tom McKim, and Deputy County Manager Kyle Haney were also present.  During this visit, 
Airport staff emphasized that wildlife concerns remain one of the airport’s most persistent safety issue—and that replacing 
the aging fence is critical. 
     Shortly after the meeting, the NCDOT Division of Aviation notified the Airport that funding had been identified to begin 
the project. 
     Since then, a preliminary layout of the proposed fence line has been developed with assistance from USDA Wildlife 
Services and Avcon Engineers & Planners, Inc., who hold an approved Master Service Agreement with the County. The 
proposed fence will extend approximately 8,100 feet around the Airport. The total estimated project cost is $1.86 million.  
To get the project going, the NCDOT has awarded a 90 percent grant—$61,560—to support the design phase of the 
project with Avcon Engineers & Planners, Inc.   The new fence will play a vital role in enhancing safety and reducing wildlife 
activity on and around the airfield—an improvement the Airport has needed for many years. More updates will be shared 
as the project moves into design and, ultimately, construction. 

Winston-Salem received an extraordinary international 
spotlight in June as the German national soccer team 
arrived at Smith Reynolds Airport ahead of their World Cup 
stay in the United States.   
The team’s chartered Breeze 
Airways touched down to 
a ceremonial water salute 
from the Forsyth County 
Fire Department. 
     Airport leaders worked 
closely with regional partners 
to coordinate the arrival, and 
Smith Reynolds Airport played 
a pivotal role in the decision for the team to base 
themselves in Winston-Salem. 
The airport’s facilities, security capabilities, and capacity to 
accommodate high profile international operations were 
key factors in securing their stay, helping position the city 
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Brushy Fork Creek Restoration Project Update 
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     Progress continues on the Brushy Fork Creek restoration.  With 
financial assistance from the North Carolina Land and Water Fund 
and the City of Winston-Salem, Forsyth County has partnered with 
the Resource Institute to design improvements along the eastern 
edge of the Airport property. The restoration aims to stabilize the 
creek and improve conditions along this section of the watershed.   
     Since our last update, we had to revise our original design plans 
since a couple of landowners did not sign the easements.  
Although we are disappointed, we are moving forward with the 
project. The Resource Institute has changed the plans, and the 
next step is to secure permits.   Once we obtain the permits, the 
construction opportunity will be bid to the public and the work 
will start.  

     Smith Reynolds Airport is pleased to share that Forsyth County has officially begun work on its Advanced Air Mobility (AAM) 
planning study—an effort focused not on the airport itself, but on the broader region and community. On June 24, 
representatives from the NCDOT Division of Aviation, Forsyth County Airport Department, Forsyth County Sheriff’s Office, 
Hanson, AVCON, and other AAM stakeholders met at Smith Reynolds Airport for a project kickoff meeting. This meeting 
marked the start of a collaborative one-year planning process that will help local partners understand how emerging AAM 
technologies may benefit the region in the years ahead. 
     Forsyth County is one of five recipients of North Carolina’s first AAM Planning Grants, awarded by the NCDOT Division of 
Aviation to support forward-looking community-based planning. The study will explore how innovations—such as electric 
vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft and drone-based delivery systems—could integrate into existing transportation 
systems and serve the needs of residents, businesses, and local agencies. 
     Because this work is regional in scope, community input will be an important part of the process. A public meeting will 
be held later in the study so residents can share ideas, ask questions, and help shape how AAM services might best support 
the area. 
     Funded through the state’s $1 million AAM planning program, this study will examine transportation needs, land use 
considerations, infrastructure requirements, multimodal connections, and policy alignment. These efforts will help ensure the 
region is prepared for future technologies while maintaining safety, efficiency, and community priorities. Smith Reynolds 
Airport is proud to support this regional initiative and will continue to share updates as the planning process moves forward. 

as a welcoming and well equipped host community.
     DFB President Bernd Neuendorf was the first to step off 
the aircraft, followed by head coach Julian Nagelsmann.  

Local officials such as the 
Chairman of Forsyth County 
and the Mayor greeted the 
delegation as staff and players 
exited the plane.  After the 
meet and greet, the motorcade 
departed the airport, reaching 
the team’s hotel in under 15 
minutes, thanks to its 
convenient 4 mile distance 

from Smith Reynolds. 
The Airport is proud to have played a central role in 

welcoming one of the world’s premier soccer teams to 
Winston Salem and showcasing the community’s capacity to 
support global events. 


