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: Formqr'Paée inspector Richard Kemp talke during ?a'hlassfe{ﬁx;bl  Sept. 25, 2009, at the North L berty;'s'gtrée;t site,
‘where he shared Information with fellow former employess about beneflts for which they may have been efigible.
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miums — a Class H felony.
He is out of jail on a $50,000
secured bond. e
Much like someone griev-
.ing the loss of a loved one,
many Pace employees still
grasp for closure over the -
loss of a job and a work
family. Some had worked
~ together for decades, first
with Piedmont and then
later for US Airways and
then Pace. , : ‘
“I haven't been able to .
find work and, when you're
not getting paid, it works on
"your brain,” said Art New-
man, 57, of Winston-Salem,
who worked in Pace’s stock-
room from 2006 until its
end, He is owed $3,514, ac-
cording to Pace bankruptcy
filings. L
“There's still an empty
feelirig inside after two
years;” he said. “I can’t find
anything to take its place.”
Even though Pace was
based at Smith Reynolds, it
drew mostly blue-collar
employees from every Triad |
county, including a few mar-
1ied couples. '
They were attracted by the
relatively high pay for the
‘maintenance work, which is
why most are owed between ‘
$2,500 and $12,000 in back
wages and unpaid vacation. '

_ DAViD ROLFE/IOURNAL .

A cannibalized jetliner, painted in the colors of the defunct Pacé Adrlines, and idle mainte-
nance scaffolding sat rusting Oct. 5, 2009, beside the smpty offices of Pace Alriines.

Co-owner Rodgers appears
- no-closer to going to trial
than he did two years ago
BY RICHARD CRAVER

Winston-Salem Journal

. The collapse of Pace Airlines Inc. may

‘have Happened in less than four months

in 2009. But for former employees, the
handling of the criminal and legat follow-
up has taken on a maddeningly methodi-
. cal pace over the past two
years. ' o

william Rodgers St., co-
owner of the defunct com-
pany, appears no closer to
going to trial over his one
felony criminal count than
he did when he was arrest-
ed by state insurance offi-

o cers on Sept. 22, 2009 —

just five days after Pace was shut down for
good. o o
" Rodgers took over Pace based on a
promissory note to pay $9 million to the
estate for stock in Pace Airlines LLC and
Pace Airlines Il LLC and take over $6
million’ in labilities, The company was
forced into Chapter 7 bankruptcy by
creditors in January 2010.

Rodgers faces one count of willful fail-
ure to pay group health-insurance premi-
ums — a Class H felony. He has been out
of jail on a $50,000 secured bond.

Roders
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BE knewPacewa_s ruggling,

mothel, Polly, had died. The
lack of pay, and fear of losing .
his job, had kept him from
visiting her when she was
dying in Florida. -
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‘Newman and his wife, "

_ ..-_Carol have struggled to keep.
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“gage with Bank' of America. - - job twi
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< They have: grown weary of
the_run -around in thelr a

- Hourjobata tefailer tha
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L Newman said.

 Some employees were

) able t0.gain work withift -
-~ months of the collapse, L
. many with’ Triad aviation. - .. .-
companies such as Timco, . - withoit 4 job before taking a-
"7 job with a cargo. company.in.:;
Badm His Pacé connections
helped him get hired fora

Dynamic Aitways and.
Honda Aircraft Co.
In many instances, they
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