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service, should have a place on the "main line” of Americas
air transporarion. Nearly twenty years of unceasing efforr lic
tehind that determination, twenty years of defeats and tera-

porary set-backs and fimally of real successes.

THE EASTERMN AIR LINES,

iN COOPERATION WiTH

THE

WINSTON-SALEM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,
INVITES YOU TO BE PRESENT AT THE
INAUGURATION OF AIR LINE SERVICE

TO WINSTON-SALEM AT G P. M.
SATURDAY, JUNE 14TH
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE PROGRAM A BARBECUE

DINNER WILL BE SERVED AT THE AIRPORT

RS V. P

Above: Charles E. Norfleet. Left: This invi
tation gathered huge crowds of celebrating
Twin Citizens in the larger hangar at Smith

Reynolds Alrpert for a real cld-fashioned
barbecue last summer.
Interest in aviatton became wide-

spread in che city during the immediate

post-World War I era. First airport
was a small trace of fand south of the”
city limits, £

abour four miles from the
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present site, pamed “"Maynard Field” in hanor of the famous
war ace who visited it. At best only 2 cow pasture, a wind-
sock and a name, the field very quickly became inadequate and
was soon abandoned. ]

Commerdial aviation expanded rapidly in the ensuing few
years, and Twin Citizens-came to realize more and more the
need for first-class air service. During the middle 1920's the
city joined with nearby High Point and Greeasboro to estab-
lish a tri-city airport at a central Jocation serving ali three
communities. The inadequacy of the semi-direct service pro-
vided by this set-up soon became apparent, with the resule
thut the Winston-Salem Chamber of Commerce named 2
special committee from its membership to investigate
pssible local sites for an airport

Head of this group was Lieurenanc-Colonel Paul N,
Montague, Winston-Salem Ace of the first World War
who has recently returned to active Army service in the
Air Corps Ferry Command. After a careful survey, the
coramirtee selected o 90-acre tract of land just four-
tenths of a mile from the city's northern limits aad
anly ten minutes from the heart of the downtown dis-
trice. This land, a puart Forsyth County Farm, was
duly approved and leased from the Board of County
Commissioners. Labor and machinery for grading and
clearing 1,600 feet for a runway were borrowed from
the Forsyth County Highway Commission.

Operadions were begun on the proverbial “shoce-

Below: The -old and fhe now-
side by side  at . ‘Winston-:
Salem's Smith Reynolds Air-
port. The small white frame
structure which has seen years
of service, has been ﬂmmu_w.nm&
by the splendid modern
terminal building, complete
in every detail

string.” The field was cieared by cutting the crown off a hill and
leveling the small valley surrounding it. Ultimacely two other
adjoining hills were incorparated into the cleared area, to com-
plete the present 220-acre tract which comprises the present
POt

Frown the earfiest duys, engineering and censtruction work
wis done under the persenal supervision of 1. E. Ellerbe, offi-
cial airport engineer since the beginning of the project. Soon
after ies beginning, another Winston-Salem citizen, A. Clinton

Miller, became an enchusiastic supporter of the project and

coniributed funds for the ercction of the original hangar and
the installation of the necessary lighting system.

Very often in those days—and many times later on—"the
going was rough” Aviation, though it was becoming more
vitally a part of the nation's transportation network each day,
had not yet proved its wings widely and well enough to caprure
the dollars-and-cents interest and support of the general pub-
lic. Bur the city's backers of the new venture kept up their
enthusiasm and their efforts. Some gave their money, some
their services, some their influence and their genuine personal
support. - .

Whenever construction difficulties and the problems of

financing the embryonic air center seemed almost insurmount-

Above: Among those taking part in the cele-
bration of the inauguration of the city's first
regularly-scheduled direct cemmercial ser-
vice by air, were, left %o right: Charles E.
Norfleet, Frank Spencer, sports editor of the
"Winston-Salem Journal”; Eastern's Captain
Harmon and Ce-pilet E. L. Foss; Mrs. Nor-
fleet; Mrs. W. K. Hoyt; end W. K. Hoyt,

gen. mgr. of "Journal-Sentinel” newspapers.

Left: Tons and fons of earth were moved in
leveling the Smith Reynolds Airpert.

able, one of Winsten-Salem's young citzens widh a deep affec-
tion for flying and a lively interest in the development of the
field always stepped in with the necessary aid—from renting
dump trucks o hiring faborers. He was Richard J. Reynolds,
now Mayor of the City of Winscon-Salem, and one of the men
most responsible for the airport’s final development. Ar one
time he jeased and operated the field himsclf.

Among others who gave long and arduous service to the
building of the project was W. T, Ritter, for many years secre-
tary of the Chamber of Commerce. The assistance furnished
both by Forsyth County and, especially during Mayor George
W. Coan, Je's term of office, by the city, meant much to the
field's successful completion, Coan's interest in the airport
continued into later years when he served as North Carolina’s
W. P. A. Administrator, and it was the judicious use of
W. P. A. funds and labor which made possible much of the
expansion program. This conseructive interest and helpful-
ness on the part of the W. P. A, continued under Coan’s suc-
cessor, C. C. McGinnis, who now serves as state administrator.

The airpore was completed, after many ups and downs, and
officially opened in 1927 with a huge celebradion honering the
visit of Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh,(Continued on page 146)
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just returned from his historic New
York-to-Paris flight. Public interest in
flying boomed rapidly. To give a boost
to the airporc’s further development. R.
E. Lasater presented to the Winston-
Salem Foundation the generous gift of
4100000 for use on the feld. Soon the
income from alrport operations made
possible the construction of o second
hangar.

A small white frame house was
erected for use as an office. This lictle
building, for so long an integral part
of field operations that uwirport em-
ployees regard jt almose with supersti-
tioh and refuse to sec it Jemolished, is
still in use after having served as office,
administration building, waiting room
and classroom. It has jusc undergone its
fourth removal to a new spot on the
edge of the feld and will be used hence-
forth for the unromantic business of
ool storage.

The airpore, as it stood in 1927,
seemed to its builders complerely ade-
quate for many years of service. It was
used incrensingly by private planc own-
ers and ‘served as "home base” for a
highly successful charter service. Many
-prominent  flyers, including  Major
‘Roger Williams aed the late Amelia
Earhare, visited the field. But the
dream of the builders—direcr commer-
cial service—still was unrealized.

Meanwhile, because of wemendous
strides in aviarion engincering, the ficld
like many others throughout the coun-
oy was rapidly becoming obsolete. Ex-
pansion and madernization were im-
peratively needed. Realizing this fact,
the Chamber of Commerce under Secre-
tary  Rirter's active supervision  re-
opened its long-standing campaign for
adequare air service and began work in

earnest an a large-scale expansion pro-
Lram,

Support of the North  Corolina
Emergency Relief Administrarion was

{Cantinued from page §)

enlisted and a small group of men went
o work with wheel-barrows, picks and
shiovels to enlarge runways and make
other improvements. Two  40-foot-
wide runways, 1,800 and 2,200 feec in
length, were paved and made ready for
use.

By 1935, the expansion program
under the direction of the W, P. A. was
substantiaily developed. Io that year
improvements under way ar Lindley
Field, which serves the Greensboro-
High Point area, neccessirated the re-
moval of Lastern Atr Lines operations
from that terminal. Tocal citizens
realized at once that here was an op-
portunity to secure, at least temporarily,
Eastern's services for Winston-Salem.
Overnight they succeeded in raising
#4500 to finance lighting system im-
provements on the field which would
be approved for air-line use. For eight
months thereafter the city benefited
from its first regularly-scheduled com-
mercial plane service.

Desirable as it was, this service
proved to be shoeredived; Eastern soon
adopred for its use the new DC-2 planes,
and the east-west runway on the field
was found t be too short to accommo-
date them safely. Again, the problem of
expansion and new comstruction faced
the project’s sponsors; again, their
efforts  were  redoubled.  Through
W. P. A cooperation and under Cham-
ber of Commerce auspices, a new ex-
tensive development was starced. For-
syth County's commissioners financed
the purchase of additional Iand and the
county also furnished the requisite
sponsor’s contribution. A new east-
west runway was built, this time with a
long Jook toward the possible future de-
mands on the field; and the airport's
two hangars were moved to new loca-
tions to iend added field space.

Always, the goal of direct mail and
passcnger service remained uppermaost

SMITH REYNOLDS AIRPORT

in the minds of local citizens. Especially
was its importance felt by "Dick” Rey-
noids, who with his sisters, Mirs.
Charles Bahcock and Mrs. Henry W.
Bagley, generously offered to provide
funds for a splendid, completely ade-
quate terminal building if such service
could be secured.

From the project’s inception, close
contact had been maintained with
Eastern Air Lines executives, and as
rhe work progressed they were ap-
praised of the extensive modernization
program nearing completion, In the
catly months of 1940, Eastern’s Presi-
dent and General Manager ¥ddie V.
Rickenbacker gave the Chamber defi-
nite assurances of the airline’s interest
in Winston-Salem as one of the South's
grear industrial centers rich in potential
air trafic. He advised the Chamber's
aviation committee that direcr service
by his company would be available if
necessary developments could be made
at the airport. _

Reynolds and his sisters  readily
agreed not only to supply funds for the
new terminal building now urgently
needed but also w give additional
meney for improvements on the field
itself. Work progressed rapidly. Three
ruaways, 100 feet in width, were com-
pleted and paved according to best ac-
cepted standards. They included an
cast-west munway of 3,200 feer, a pre.
vailing wind runway of 3,500 feer, and
a north-south ranway of 4,000 feet, For
the first time anywhere, ulra-modetn
contact  fleld  lighes were  installed.
Foundations were laid for the terminal
building, designed by famous Architect
Howard L. Cheney, who drew the plans
for the new Washingzon National Air-
port terminal building, in collaboration
with Associate Architect Ben Lane
Smith.

Then came the real highlight of

[Continued on pags 21}

SOUTHERY MOSPITALITY BLOFT

Across suany southarn skies, from Texas fo the Atlantic. from Cincinnati to At
lanta, Delta's luxurious nirliners give a new zest to modern travel. ln an atmosphere
of +=m__n:+_.oamm southern hospitality, your 4rip becomas a delightful experience when
you tly . . - . . . . . . . ’

The TRANS-SQUTHERE ROUTE
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almost two decades of effort; on June
14, 1941, direct air mail, passenger and
express service for Winston-Salem be-
came a reality as Eastern's sleek north-
bound Silverliner, “Manhattan Flier”
taxied to a smooth landing before the
aitport’s tiny administration building.
Ten thousand citizens were on hand to
greet the plane and to take part en-
thusiastically in the day’s celebration,

Today, just eleven months later, the
new terminal building is completed.
Already in use by Eastern, it will be
formally opened to the public Jate this
month g early in June. The brick-and-
stone-and-steel fulfillment of a Win-
ston-Salem dream many years a-grow-
ing, it stands today a beautiful and ef-
ficient structure built for the needs of
many years zhead.

The blue-gray building, trimmed in
white pre-cast stone, is as modern as
aviation architecture could make it and
is complete in every detail, from inter-
communicating telephone system 1o
magic-eye doors. In excerior design, it
is a pleasing blend of functional lines
and the softer influences of scuthern
colonial architecture,

The broad concrete loading ramp at
its field entrance is large enough to ac-

THE SMITH REYNOLDS AIRPORT

[Continued from page 15) -
commodate five DC-4's, airliners big-
ger than any now in commercial use.
From the spacious marble-trimmed
lobby, two stories high with modern
glass walls facing both the main en-

" trance and the Geld side of the building,

passengers may get unexcelled views of
all field operations and cf the country-
side west of the airport,

Features of outstanding interes: in
the terminal building include the con-
trol tower, an up-to-the-minute adapta-
tion of the Rawlins tower at the Balti-
more tepminal; a completely-equipped
dining room and adjacent luncheonette;
a unique “club room” for pilots and
other aviation enthusiasts, which in-
cludes o large wall map ef the airport
made of inlaid wood, Designed by
Supervising Architect Hall Crews, this
map shows every detail of the field and
is equipped with wind welocity and
direction indicators which give exact
data on local fiying conditions. Six
modern offices for airline and other uses
occupy the left groundfivor wing of
the building; beneath them is a large
classroom for use in pilot training.

-Landscaping, still under way, has
been designed 0 give the building a

‘tharming and appropriate secting. Key-

note of the landscaping as a whole will
be mass plantings of pative spring-
flowering shrubbery, with a seven-foot
bed of shrubs bordering the cafe ter-
race. The circular roadway leading to
the main entrance from the public high-
way will be banked with evergreens
which will serve to screen the hangars.
The sloping grounds fronting the
building will be treated as a park area,
with plantings suited to the uneven
contours of the Jand.

The airport has recently been offi-
cially designated “Smich Reynolds Aic-
port” in tribute to the late young
Zachary Smith Reynolds, brother of
Mayor Reynolds who was himself a
lover of aviation and an amateur pilot.
It can boast an entirely modern lighting
system and ficld layour, adequate run-
ways in A-1 condition, and a terminal
building with facilities
supetior to any in the nation.

To say that the field is complete,
however, would be to say that aviation

equal or

has reached its fullest development.
Even now, plans are being made for
further expansion. The spiric whick has
brought the airporc to this stage of de-
velopment will sce that it stays in the
forefront of avaition progress.
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